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FOL MOGADISCIO 0425 SENT ACTION SECSTATE INFO ADDIS ABABA 
DJIBOUTI NAIROBI TEHRAN USUN MAR 5, 1978 REPEATED TO YOU QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL MOGADISCIO 0425 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, SO, ET 

SUB J : DISCLAIMERS OF REGULAR SOMALI FORCES IN THE OGADEN. 

REF: STATE 055736 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT'S ATTENTION IS INVITED TO THE COMMENT IN 
MOGADISCIO 0357 WHICH CITES BOTH REMARKS MADE BY PRESIDENT 

SIAD AND ACTING INFORMATION MINISTER ABDISALAM SHEIKH THAT THERE 
ARE EITHER NO OR INSIGNIFICANT SOMALI REGULAR FORCES IN WESTERN 
SOMALIA. ABDISALAM ON FEBRUARY 24 REFERRED TO NON-EXISTING 
SOMALI REGULAR FORCES. QUESTIONED EARLIER ON THIS SAME TOPIC 
AT HIS FEB 21 PRESS CONFERENCE, SIAD SAID, "IF WE HAVE SOME- 
THING IN THE AREA, THERE ARE (AN) INSIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF MEN." 

2. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY HAS NO CLEAR IDEA WHY THE GSDR WANTS 
TO RETRACT THE EARLIER ADMISSION THAT IT HAD DISPATCHED UNITS 
OF ITS OWN ARMED FORCES TO AID IN THE STRUGGLE. THE ONLY 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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EXPLANATION THAT MAKES ANY SENSE TO US IS A POSSIBLE DECISION TO 
SHIFT TO UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE TACTICS. THE PRESENCE OF 
REGULAR SOMALI UNITS, HOWEVER, SEEMS FAR TOO WELL ESTAB- 
LISHED AT THIS TIME TO ADMIT ANY COVER UP FOR ANY PURPOSE. 
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